Letter to dinner invitees
Dear Dinner invitee,  
Thank you so much for joining us at dinner Wednesday night, 6:30 at Dominica’s Restaurant, at 123 Baronne Street, with Randy Cohen, Director of Policy and Research for the leading arts advocacy organization, Americans for the Arts, based in Washington. Randy is one of the most informed national leaders on how states and cities are funding the development of their cultural economies. We at the Creative Alliance of New Orleans, Downtown Development District and Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation hope his dinner talk will help guide leaders here to envision ways to spur a new cross sector coalition to secure dedicated funding sources for investment in the growth of the creative industries sector of our economy.

As you will see from forthcoming documents, an international movement to develop this sector is proceeding apace while one of the world’s most creative centers is consistently shortchanged on the private and public finance needed to achieve our full potential as a leading world arts, design and entertainment center. Outsourcing has moved manufacturing and service industries from country to country. Indigenous culture, one of our leading resources, is place based. Only the lack of investment and market drive creative producers to other markets.
We have invited recognized “change agents” such as you to open a dialogue that we hope will lead to an energetic, purposeful campaign to secure dedicated funding to advance our creative producers and artists and ultimately our city’s economy. 
You may have not focused on our creative sector. Your knowledge and experience comes perhaps from your work to reform, energize and advance other initiatives. We hope you will apply that experience to a new coalition to help grow this sector that can open so many doors for our youth, our new creative citizens, and our increasing tech and entertainment skilled workforce attracted to the city over the past decade.

What are the ultimate goals of the coalition? Who should be included? What key existing institutions and organizations need to be included? Who are our allies?  

What is a reasonable time line to be structured? What are some of the key obstacles to be overcome such as the profound resistance to taxes in our state? How will funding be managed should we succeed? What should be the priorities for allocation of funds?

These are questions a coalition will need to further frame and explore. Please feel free to pose any issues and questions that are critical to consider as we begin this campaign.
We hope Randy’s insights will inspire you to help us lead an effective breakthrough in organizing this multi-sector coalition to achieve dramatic new funding to advance our creative sector.
We will be available all Friday to take calls from you to discuss further your particular questions and thoughts. Please either email us a time when you are free to talk, or simply call us when you have a few minutes to talk. 

Again, our profound thanks for your willingness to participate in this new and promising venture. As we have pointed out in previous communications…if fifty top cities in America can achieve stable arts funding, we can surely find a way to grow our legendary, dynamic and promising creative sector. 
Sincerely, 

Jeanne Nathan

Executive Director

Creative Alliance of New Orleans

Aimee Smallwood

title

Kurt Weigel 

CEO 

Downtown Development District

